How You Can Use this Information

The Big Picture: 

· Columns C and D show you just how large the House’s total cut-backs and shortfall to Medicaid really are.

· Columns E and F show you the real loss your county would sustain if the House’s 10% rate cuts become law. 

· Columns G and H show you how under the House budget, Texas Medicaid could run out of money to pay the bills 6 months or more short of the end of 2013. 
Column B: Total amount paid by Texas Medicaid to health care providers in your county in 2009.  (Includes doctors, dentists, clinics, pharmacies, hospitals, nursing homes, attendant care, elderly and disability services, etc.)   Cuts and shortfall are assumed to be allocated across Texas counties in same proportions as 2009 spending. 
Column C: The full amount the House voted to reduced Medicaid spending over the TWO years of the next budget, 2012-2013, for your county.
Column D:  Spreading the total Medicaid funding cut over two years (that is, dividing it by 2), how much one year’s cut is as a percentage of 2009 spending, in your county.

Column E:  The dollar amount the Legislative Budget Board projects will be cut from Medicaid spending strictly from 10% rate cuts for all Medicaid care providers in this county. 
Column F:  Spreading the 10% provider rate cut over two years (that is, dividing it by 2), how much one year’s 10% rate cut is as a percentage of 2009 spending, in your county.  

Column G:  This “shortfall” is money the Legislature expects Medicaid to need, but simply left out of the budget, by county.  Put simply, by leaving this money out of the budget we risk running out of money to keep paying the bills for Medicaid at some point in 2012-2013.  The final budget needs to include at least enough money to cover the bills until the Legislature comes back to town; but this bill may not do that.  

Note:  Texas got a huge reduction in our Medicaid costs for the current 2010-2011 budget from temporary federal aid in the federal ARRA “stimulus” act; this shortfall is roughly the size of the temporary federal aid we got, but which will end in a few months. 
Column H:  Spreading the shortfall over two years (that is, dividing it by 2), how much one year’s worth of the shortfall is as a percentage of 2009 spending, in your county.  
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